Diarrhoea due to pancreatic diseases.
The exocrine pancreas provides essential digestive enzymes necessary for the proper breakdown and absorption of ingested food in humans. Any disruption of this process can lead to malabsorption and resultant diarrhoea. Typically, disruption of over 90 percent of the pancreatic parenchyma is needed to result in diarrhoea. This disruption can result from widespread pancreatic necrosis in acute pancreatitis, fibrotic replacement of the parenchyma as seen in chronic pancreatitis and in patients with pancreatic cancer where normal tissue is replaced by tumour and/or the pancreatic duct becomes obstructed. Several uncommon tumours of the pancreas can also cause diarrhoea through the secretion of hormones. This article will explore each of these diseases, including the pathogenesis and treatment.